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Learmonth & District Historical Society
Annual General Meeting - Sunday 19th July 2009
Presidents Report
I have great pleasure in presenting the Presidents Report for 2008 – 09.
Membership of the Society continues in the mid nineties, Membership is
$15.00 a single and $20.00 a double.
Throughout the year we have been very happy to receive contributions,
these include Mary Wright who donated a framed certificate in regards to
Mrs C. Courtney, Ken Fraser donated family photos, we have books of
Keith Edmonston’s photos, Alan Wettenhall gave, on permanent loan,
drawings of the Wycliffe Anglican church by Caselli on silk, Bill Fiddian
donated photos of the Davenport Park redevelopment and other items.
We thank all for these generous donations.
On 10th September we sadly farewelled long time member and past
Councillor of the Shire of Ballarat May Nelson. May made a significant
contribution through her local government and community involvement
over many years, Ruth Nelson subsequently donated her mother’s desk to
the Society for which we say thank you.
We began discussions with the COB re our lease of the building and the
Conservation and Management Plan. These discussions continue with
progress being made.
On 21st Sept we celebrated the Launch of ‘History of Weatherboard’
Book written by Ken James with assistance from Society members and
local residents. It was officially launched by Graeme Findlay, a descendant of one of the original settlers. This was a very successful day with a
large crowd present.
On 6th December vandals damaged the outside laundry, as a result of this
damage it was insecure and subsequently fell over.
We enjoyed the opportunity to man a stall at the Central Highlands Historical Association EXPO 2008 in October. We won an Honourable
Mention with the display Claudette Crick compiled on the theme ‘That’s
Entertainment’.
In February we received a grant from the 2008 Volunteers Grant Scheme
for $4,705.95 which enabled the Society to purchase a computer, scanner, workstation, office chairs, book cases, heaters, refrigerator and a
vacuum cleaner.

The CHHA asked to hold their meeting here, we were happy to accommodate this request. Bill, Lois and David have been our representatives
on the group, Bill would like to stand down and we look forward to another member assuming this role. Thanks to Bill for representing us on
CHHA.
On the 15th March the Society had a stall at the Beaufort History Fair.
The theme for the day was ‘Our Service Men & Women Through the
Years’ and was a great opportunity for networking and sharing
Before leaving to travel for some months Steve was pleased to be able
to sort out GST concerns with Honorary accountant Keith Wightwick.
Thanks to Steve for his many years of service to this society as Treasurer and thanks to David for stepping in as Treasurer.
We manned a display in the Heritage weekend at the Miming Exchange
in April, this was also a very successful event. We had many enquiries
as well as people interested in the Heritage Walk brochure.
Over the last weekend in May this building was broken into. The person
gained access through a skylight between the Research Room and the
weatherboard accommodation section, we suffered some structural
damage which was promptly made secure by the COB.
On the 28th June the Heritage Walk was launched by COB Cr Noel
Perry. 37 sites of historic significance are recognised with plaques and
poles placed in the appropriate positions. Brochures are available to
guide you along the walk and a more comprehensive book on the sites
is nearing completion. Speakers were Bill Loader, Claudette Crick and
Andrew Mallett from FW Barnes who donated $250.00 to the society.
This also was very well attended and has been a most exciting project
with project partners The Department of Planning and Community Development, Heritage Victoria, the City of Ballarat and the Learmonth &
District Historical Society. Special thanks to Bill Loader, Claudette
Crick, David Spenceley and Steve Corp for their hard work. While you
are here today please take the opportunity to enjoy the displays which
contains information and photographs of the sites. Part of this display is
on the new display boards the Society purchased to allow a much easier
and professional display at the many functions the Society attends.
We met with COB Heritage Staff Brian Benson and Susan Fayad, the
building, inside and out, has been thoroughly inspected and recommendations are being developed to form part of our Conservation and Management Plan.

The COB has applied for a grant of $150,000.00 to continue the restoration of this building; we anticipate hearing in the next couple of weeks.
Bill and Claudette regularly reports on enquiries from families/ individuals into their family history, this is an important function of a local historical society and we thank them for always enthusiastically researching
and answering these queries.
Members of the Society are keen to see the Research Room & library up
and running. We are currently looking for any historical information to
add to this room. Cataloguing of information and documents held by the
Society and archiving of photographs is a ‘work in progress’. We appreciate the return and sharing of any memorabilia so we have a comprehensive library for public use.
Following discussion with BEST re the possibility of upgrading this site
a ‘Work for the Dole’ crew has been working on the storage shed. It is
ready for the floor to be concreted and will be a great asset as a secure
storage area.
Dan Cerchi is currently undertaking a digital record of the invaluable
honour boards, photos etc held by the Society. This will be a valuable
record should any harm befall this building.
Representatives of the Society attended the Sovereign Hill Gold Museum
for the launch of the Ercildourne papers. The Broidy family donated journals from early days of Ercildourne.
We have a new website address www.learmonthdhs.com.au and an
email address learmonthdhs@learmonthdhs.com.au. These are in the
newsletter.
We have had a new hot water system installed which is a valuable asset.
Ruth Nelson and Bonnie Walker kindly donated a microwave each and
RHSV a laser printer.
Thank you to all who have contributed to the above activities in so many
ways, to members who regularly attend meetings and other events and I
give particular thanks to Lois, David, Bill and Claudette for all the hard
work they put in at the society. Also thanks to Tony Armstrong from
Heritage Victoria and Susan Fayad and Leigh Ditchfield from the City of
Ballarat for their advice.
I wish the Society best wishes for continued development and progress in
the coming year.
(President) Desley Beechey
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Above, our members.

Left—Bill Loader, one of our research officers, speaking about our
Heritage Walk, of which Bill is very
proud.

Joan Hunt, our guest speaker who spoke
about coroners inquests in the Learmonth district.

L—R President, Desley Beechey, Vie
President, Ruth Nelson, Secretary, Lois
Keating & Treasurer, David Spenceley.

Thomas Crockley Barnes,
son of William Barnes and Mary Ann Reardon, was born in 1828 in Oustebury.
Hampshire. England, died on 30 Jun 1906 in Learmonth. Victoria at age 78, and was
buried on 2 Jul 1906 in Learmonth Cemetery.

Thomas Crockley Barnes
store in High street, Learmonth, still standing today
and is now used as a cafe.
This photo was taken c1888

BALLARAT COURIER - MONDAY - 3rd JULY 1906 - OBITUARY NOTICE
One of the very earliest settlers in the Learmonth township has been removed by death
in the person of Mr T. C. Barnes, which took place at his residence early on Sunday
morning. The deceased has resided there for nearly half a century, carrying on the business of Storekeeper, timber yard and bakery, and worked at his trade as a carpenter. He
also carried on the duties of undertaker for the district. The deceased as a staunch supporter and worker in connection with the local Church of England, where his service
will be greatly missed, as his place was rarely vacant in all church services, and he gave
liberally of his means in aid of its support. He leaves a grown up family of four sons
and five daughters. His wife predeceased him by 15 years. • He worked as a Storekeeper/Carpenter/Undertaker from 1861 to 1906 in Learmonth. Victoria.
Thomas married Frances Henrietta Douglas, daughter of Francis Edward Douglas
and Rebecca Chipperfield, on 22 Feb 1858 in Christ Church. Ballarat. Victoria. Frances was born in 1838 in Hobart Town. Tasmania, died on 1 Mar 1890 in Learmonth.
Victoria at age 52, and was buried on 3 Mar 1890 in Learmonth Cemetery. The cause of
her death was Bronchitis.
BALLARAT COURIER - 3rd MAR 1890 - FUNERAL NOTICE
The friends of MR THOMAS BARNES, are respectfully invited to follow the remains
of beloved WIFE to the place of interment, the Learmonth Cemetery. The funeral will
move from his residence Learmonth, this day (Monday), at four o'clock precisely.
CHARLES MORRIS, Undertaker, Grenville street, and 186 Sturt street.
Second Generation (Children)
2. Emma Eliza Barnes was born on 5 Feb 1859 in Ballarat. Victoria and died on 27
Oct 1948 in Ballarat. Victoria at age 89. The cause of her death was Cardiac Failure.
Emma married James McDonald, son of Alexander McDonald and Isabella Chisholm, on 4 Nov 1880 in Wycliffe Church (Learmonth). Victoria. James was born in
1848 in Glenurquhart. Inverness. Scotland and died in 1919 in Glenhuntly. Victoria at

age 71. The cause of his death was Chronic Bronchitis. He worked as a Blacksmith in
1883 in Ararat. Victoria.
3.Ada Rebecca Barnes was born in 1861 in Learmonth. Victoria and died on 22 Apr
1924 in Learmonth. Victoria at age 63. Ada married John Tynan, son of Alexander
Tynan and Anne Cunningham, on 26 Mar 1883 in Wycliffe Church (Learmonth).
Victoria. John was born in 1855 in Maldon. Victoria and died in 1915 in Bendigo. Victoria at age 60.
4. Frederick William Barnes was born in 1863 in
Learmonth. Victoria, died on 13 Jun 1940 in Ballarat.
Victoria at age 77, and was buried on 14 Jun 1940 in
the Learmonth Cemetery. The cause of his death was
Heart Failure.
Frederick married Agnes McCubbin in 1885 in Victoria. Agnes was born in 1856 in Bacchus Marsh.
Victoria, died on 26 Jul 1898 in Learmonth. Victoria
at age 42, and was buried on 27 Jul 1898 in Learmonth Cemetery.
Frederick next married Annie Agnes Collier, daughter of Thomas Collier and Mary Stevenson, in 1901
in Victoria. Annie was born in 1872 in MT Egerton.
Victoria and died in 1955 in Ballarat. Victoria at age
83.
5. John Thomas Barnes was born in 1864 in Learmonth. Victoria, died on 11 Sep 1941 in Ballarat.
Victoria at age 77, and was buried in Sep 1941 in
Frederick William Barnes
Learmonth Cemetery.
6. Henrietta Barnes was born in 1866 in Learmonth. Victoria, died on 5 Mar 1938 in
Learmonth. Victoria at age 72, and was buried on 7 Mar 1938 in Learmonth Cemetery.
Henrietta married Albert Edward Medwell, son of John Medwell and Annie Coutts,
on 19 Aug 1896 in Wycliffe Church (Learmonth). Victoria. Albert was born in 1869 in
Learmonth. Victoria, died in 1942 in Ballarat. Victoria at age 73, and was buried on 2
Sept 1942 in Learmonth Cemetery.
7. Caroline Barnes was born in 1868 in Learmonth. Victoria, died in Jan 1872 in Learmonth. Victoria at age 4, and was buried on 8 Jan 1872 in Learmonth Cemetery.
8. William Edward Barnes was born in 1871 in Learmonth. Victoria.
9. Frank Arthur Barnes was born in 1872 in Learmonth. Victoria.
10. George Charles Barnes was born in 1875 in Learmonth. Victoria and died in 1958
in Footscray. Victoria at age 83. George married Ada May Butterworth, daughter of
Jonathon Barro Butterworth and Mary Jane Lusher, in 1904 in Victoria. Ada was
born in 1885 in Ross Creek. Victoria.
11. Florence May Barnes was born in 1879 in Learmonth. Victoria and died in 1937 in
Trafalgar. Victoria at age 58. Florence married someone Hast.
12. Grace Isabel Barnes was born in 1882 in Learmonth. Victoria.
The Learmonth & District Historical Society would sincerely like to thank the office of
Karen Overington, MLA, for the printing of our quarterly newsletter.

LEARMONTH & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.
Meetings: Every third Tuesday of the month
Where: The Old Shire Hall
High Street
Learmonth.
Time: 8 pm
2009-2010 Dates
18th August
15th September
20th October
17th November. Christmas breakup
No meeting in December or January
16th February
16th March
20th April
18th May
15th June
July AGM to be advised.
Membership
Single $15.00
Family $20.00
COMMITTEE MEMBERS FOR 2009\10
President: Desley Beechey. Ph 5343 2318
Vice President: Ruth Nelson.
Secretary: Lois Keating. Ph 5338 4361 or email
davidandlois@ncable.net.au
Tresurer: David Spenceley. Ph 5338 4361 or 0417 539247 email
david252@ncable.net.au
Research: Bill Loader Ph 5334 6330 or
Claudette Crick. Ph 5343 2302

